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KinoueBble clloBa: nepedneasuamckuil 1eonapo, peuHTPOLYKIUs, MOHUTOPHUHT, TIMTAHHE, BOCCTAHOBIICHUE BH/IA.

B pamxkax IIporpaMMsl 10 BOCCTaHOBICHHIO (PEHHTPOLYKINH) TIEPEIHEA3HATCKOTO JIeomap-
na Ha CeBepHoM KaBka3se oCyIIECTBICHO 3 BBIyCKa POKACHHBIX U TIOATOTOBICHHBIX B LleHTpe
pa3BeJieHus JieoTap/ia MOJIOIBIX )KHBOTHBIX B €CTECTBEHHYIO Cpe/ly 00UTaHMs: Ha 3ananHoM Kas-
kaze (KaBka3zckuii 3anoBenauk (K3)) 6 ocooeii: 2016 1. — 2 camuia u 1 camka; 2018 . — 1 camen u
2020 . — 1 cament u 1 camxa. Ha Ilentpansnom Kaskasze (Pecryonuka CesepHast Ocetusi-AnaHus
(PCO)) B 2018 1 2020 rr. 110 OTHON Pa3HOIIOIOH Mape.

CryTHHKOBBIC OLICIHUKM Ha Jeomap/ax MO3BOJISUIM OTCIIC)KHMBATh NEPEMEIICHHs 3Bepeil u
OJTy4aTh BIIOCJICICTBUH JAHHBIC [0 MUTAHUIO. Psi/T KIIacTepoB JIOKaUi HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO MPo-
BEpUTH, YaCTh MOIJIA OBbITh YIyIIEHAa U3-3a INPOOEIOB B JaHHBIX y omeldHukoB 2018-2022 rr., a
Majiopa3MepHasi 100bI4a MOIJIa CheaThest Oe3 3aTpar OOJIBIIOr0 KOJIWYECTBA BPEMEHH, HEOOX0-
JIMMOTO JUTs BBIAGJICHHUS TOYCK JIOKALMH B Ka4eCTBE KJlacTepa A mpoBepku. HecmoTps Ha 3To0,
OBLIN TOJIYYCHBI [ICHHBIC JTAaHHBIC 110 BUIOBOMY COCTaBY U TEPPUTOPUAIIBHOMY PACHPEICICHUIO
BHUJIOB-)KEPTB JICOMAPIOB.

TTponOIKUTEIBHOCT PAOOTHI ONICHHUKOB JICOMAPIOB M CIIEKTP BUJIOB, TOOBITBIX HMH CIICIYFO-
umit. Camka Buxropus (K3, 2016) — 342 nust, BbisiBieH 31 kiiacTep JOKaUH, TJIe Mpe/oIoKHTETbHO
COBEpILIEHA 0X0Ta, MPoBepeHo 25, noarBepskaeHHbIX — 19. Ipeobnanamu OmaropoxHslii oaeHs — 9
oco0eii, kaBka3ckuid Typ —4, cepHa — 3. Camen; K (K3, 2016) — 415 nneid, 35 kiactepoB JIoKaluii,
IIPOBEPEHO 24, MoATBeP>KIEHHBIX — 18. JIoObL1 5 oneneit, 4 kocynu, 3 Typa u 3 xabana. Camern; ApTek
(K3, 2018) — 550 mneii, 31 knacrep Jokauuid, mpoBepeHo 24, noarsepxka¢HHbIX — 15. TIpeobnananu
kabaH — 5 ocobeli, eHoTOBHIHAst cobaka — 5 (Ha 3 kiacrepax), onenb — 2. Camka Bonna (PCO, 2018)
— 364 nus, 19 xnacrepos, moarBepykaeHo 15. M3 no0brum: cepHa — 6 ocobeit, 6apcyk — 4, makai — 3.
Cawmert Dms0pyc (PCO, 2018) — 266 nHel, 14 kinactepos, noarsepxkaeHo 7. J{oobITo: makai — 6 oco-
oOeit, 6apcyk — 2. Camka Arypa (PCO, 2020) — 243 nus, 29 xiactepos, nonreepxaeHo 22. bobrie
JOOBITO: €HOTOBHTHAS coOaka — 7 ocobeid, bapcyk — 4, makain — 4. Camer bakcan (PCO, 2020) — 91
JICHb, 9 KITacTepOB, TOATBEPsKIEHO 8. M3 mo0bI4un: 6apcyk — 3 ocobu, eHotoBuHAs cobaka — 2. Camka
Jlaba (K3, 2020) — 96 nueit, 7 kiactepoB, HOATBEPKACHO 4: 2 cepHbl, onieHb, Typ. Camen Komop (K3,
2020) omreiHUK 0TpaboTa UyTh O0jIee Mecs1Ia, 3a 3TO BpeMsi ObLI BbIIEIICH JIMIIL OIUH KJIacTep, Ipu
IIPOBEPKE KOTOPOTO HE OOHAPYIKEHO CIIE/IOB YCIEIIHOH OXOTHI.

B 1nesom, B parjoHe BBITYIICHHBIX JICONAP/IOB IIMPOKHI CIIEKTP BHJOB, B TOM YHCJIC 3HAYH-
TEJIBHBIN pa3Max uX pa3mMepoB. JIoJs KPYITHBIX JKMBOTHBIX (OJICHEH, TYPOB, CEPH) CPEIH ITOATBEPIK-
JICHHBIX >kepTB Ooblire utst KaBka3ckoro 3arnoBeaHMKa (CTPOTHA PEKUM OXPaHbI, BBICOKAst YHCIICH-
HOCTB U BBICOKOE BHJIOBOE Pa3HO0Opa3ye KPyMHBIX Miekonuratomux). Ha I{entpansaom KaBkase
npeoOasaeT no0bua CPeHEro pa3MEpHOro Kiacca (IIakajbl, CHOTOBHIHBIC cOOaku, OapCyKn).
B03MOXHO# MPUYMHON MOXKET OBITH OTHOCHTEIBHO HH3KAs IUIOTHOCTH KPYITHBIX KOIBITHBIX IIPU
OoJee BBICOKOIT IITOTHOCTH OOJiee MEJIKMX MOTCHIMANIBHBIX JKepTB. VcKiroueHne — camka BoinHa,
OCBOMBIIIAs Y4aCTOK OOMTAHMS CEPH, BCICACTBHE YEro OHM NMPeodiIafalii B €€ palioHe.
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DIET OF THE PERSIAN LEOPARD (PANTHERA PARDUS SAXICOLOR) AFTER
REINTRODUCTION IN THE WESTERN AND CENTRAL CAUCASUS

Alim B. Pkhitikov', Sergey A. Trepet', Viatcheslav V. Rozhnov?, Jose A. Hernandez-
Blanco? Anna A. Yachmennikova?, Maria D. Chistopolova?, Pavel |. Weinberg?,
Zaurbek V. Dzutsev?, Natalia A. Dronova*

"Tembotov Institute of Ecology of Mountain Territories, RAS, Nalchik, Russia
2A.N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, RAS, Moscow, Russia
3North Ossetia Nature Reserve, Alagir, Russia
*WWF-Russia, Moscow, Russia

Keywords: Persian leopard, reintroduction, monitoring, feeding, diet analysis, species recovering.

As part of the Program for reintroduction of the Persian leopard in the North Caucasus three
releases of young animals born and trained at the Leopard Breeding Center into their natural
habitat were carried out: 6 individuals in the Western Caucasus (Caucasian Reserve (CR)): 2016
— 2 males and 1 female; 2018 — 1 male and 2020 — 1 male and 1 female. In the Central Caucasus
(Republic of North Ossetia-Alania (RNO)) in 2018 and 2020, one opposite-sex couple.

GPS-satellite-collars on the leopards enabled their tracking and obtaining the data on their
diet. A number of location clusters could not be verified, some could be missed due to data gaps
in the collars of 2018-2022, and small prey could be eaten quickly; there was not enough time
to determine the locations as a cluster for further verification. Despite these factors, we obtained
valuable data on species and distribution of leopards’ prey in the area.

Overall, the period of collar functioning species, which were leopards’ prey, were the fol-
lowing: The female Victoria (CR, 2016) — 342 days, 31 cluster of locations where the leopard
supposedly hunted was identified, 25 verified, and 19 confirmed. Red deer (9 animals) accounted
for the biggest share of the prey, and there were four West Caucasian turs and three chamois. The
male Killy (CR, 2016) — 415 days, 35 clusters of locations, verified — 24, confirmed — 18. Prey:
five deer, four roe deer, three turs and three wild boar. The male Artek (CR, 2018) — 550 days, 31
cluster of locations, verified — 24, confirmed — 15. Wild boars accounted for the biggest share of
the prey (five animals), and there were raccoon dogs (in three clusters), and two deer. The female
Volna (RNO, 2018) — 364 days, 19 clusters, 15 of them were confirmed. The most numerous prey:
six roe deer, four badgers, three jackals. The male Elbrus (RNO, 2018) — 266 days, 14 clusters,
seven clusters were confirmed. The most numerous prey: six jackals, two badgers. The female
Agura (RNO, 2020) — 243 days, 29 clusters, 22 clusters were confirmed. The most numerous prey:
seven raccoon dogs, four badgers, four jackals. The male Baksan (RNO, 2020) — 91 day, nine
clusters, eight clusters were confirmed. Badgers (three animals) accounted for the biggest share of
the prey, and there were two raccoon dogs. The female Laba (CR, 2020) — 96 days, seven clusters,
four clusters were confirmed. Prey: two chamois, a deer and a tur. The collar of the male Kodor
(CR, 2020) functioned for a bit more than a month, and during that time, only one cluster was
identified. When that cluster was verified, there was no evidence of successful hunting.

In general, the diet of released leopards included a wide range of species, from very small to
very big animals. The share of large animals (deer, tur and chamois) among the confirmed prey
was bigger in the Caucasian Natural Biosphere Reserve (a high level of protection, large number
and a wide range of large mammal species). In the Central Caucasus, prey of medium size pre-
vailed (jackals, raccoon dogs, badgers). The possible cause for this is that the area is more densely
inhabited by small potential prey than by large ungulates. The female Volna is an exception: it
hunted in the area inhabited by chamois, due to which its diet consisted mainly of them.
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